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Immunobridging is an approach to a clinical trial 
used to infer effectiveness of a new drug or vaccine 
candidate through an accepted surrogate measure  
for efficacy. 

Immunobridging trials are often used when full-
scale efficacy trials may not be feasible or conducted 
under a fast enough timeline. This type of trial is well 
established for testing vaccines and has been used to 
develop and authorise COVID-19 booster shots,  
yearly influenza vaccine updates, HPV and 
pneumococcal vaccines.1–4

Immunobridging trials are also used to evaluate 
tolerability of the candidate therapeutic compared 
to the control. Health authorities and regulators 
agree that demonstrating tolerability of potential 
new products based on immunobridging is essential 
as well as the value in conducting post-marketing 
authorisation studies to further support safety profile 
and effectiveness.5,6

AstraZeneca is helping to lead the way with innovative 
immunobridging trials to accelerate access to next-
generation monoclonal antibodies for COVID-19, 
where alternatives to running large efficacy trials 
are especially important given the rapid pace of viral 
evolution and the need to potentially protect those at 
highest risk for severe disease. 
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